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1. CATHOLIC CHURCH IN ROMANIA (STATE 197678). AFTER MATURE 
CONSIDERATION, WE DO NOT CONSIDER ANYTHING IN PATTISON- 
FROMOWITZ JULY 13 LETTER INAPPROPRIATE FOR RESPONSE TO 
CONGRESSMAN WOLFF'S INQUIRY, WITH EXCEPTION FIRST PARA YOU HAVE 
ALREADY IDENTIFIED. YOU MAY HOWEVER ALSO WISH TAKE INTO 
ACCOUNT FIGURES IN INR REPORT NO. 1025 DATED JULY 21, 1978, 

ENTITLED EASTERN EUROPE: IMPROVED CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS, ON 
NUMBER OF CATHOLICS IN ROMANIA: ROMAN - MAGYARS 1,300,000, 

GERMANS 250,000 (LATTER SEEMS A LITTLE HIGH TO US), UNIATE - 
1,500.000. 

2. SCIENCE ATTACHE POSITION (STATE 197678). THANKS FOR GOOD 
NEWS ON CONTINUED NSF FUNDING FOR SCIATT POSITION. PROPOSAL 
TO ACCREDIT JAY TO BULGARIA AND HUNGARY WILL BE SUPPORTED 
HERE. AS YOU KNOW, NSF FUNDING FOR POSITION ENDS SEPTEMBER 30. 
JUDGING FROM PROBLEMS EXPERIENCED LAST YEAR IN ACTUALLY 
OBTAINING FUNDS FROM NSF, WE ARE NOT SANGUINE THAT ALL 
ARRANGEMENTS MAY HAVE TO CARRY POSITION FOR SHORT PERIOD. 

WE HAVE FLAGGED THIS TO EUR/EX, AND JAY HAS WRITTEN DON 
DEHAVEN (OES/EX). WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU WOULD TOUCH 
BASE WITH THESE COLLEAGUES TO SEE WE DON'T GET CAUGHT 
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SHORT. 

3. PICKERING ADVENT. ALONG SAME LINES, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
KNOWING WHETHER TOM PICKERING, WHO IS WELL AND FAVORABLY 
KNOWN HERE, HAS COME ABOARD AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR OES. 

4. US POLICY ON PASSPORT DISSIDENCE (STATE 199559). 
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IN AWAITING GUIDANCE MESSAGE ANNOUNCED IN REFTEL, WE ARE 
TRUSTFUL GUIDANCE WILL RESPECT WHAT WE CONSIDER OBBLIGATO 
DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN SITUATIONS IN MOSCOW AND OTHER EE 
POSTS LIKE THIS ONE: WITHOUT PREJUDGING CONTENT, IT 
SEEMS TO US THAT BLANKET GUIDANCE DESIGNED TO ENSURE 
UNIFORMITY WOULD CARRY RISK OF HARM FOR BOTH INDIVIDUALS 
AND POLIDY RELATIONS. SINCE REST OF POLICY IS BASED ON 
DISTINCTIONS RATHER THAN UNIFORMITY, THERE SEEMS NO 
ADVANTAGE TO GIVING LATTER TOP PRIORITY, MUCH LESS MAKING 
IT OBGOBLIN. 

5. IASI JEWISH CHOIR (STATE 162622). FOR THE RECORD, 

PENDING STEVE BAYER'S FULL REPORT, I WAS PRESENT AT HIS 
MEETING AUGUST 3 WITH ARIA DIRECTOR VASILE FLOREA (PLUS 
ASSISTANT AND JUNIOR MAN FROM MFA); FEDERATION OF 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES SECRETARY GENERAL EMIL SEHTER SAT 
WITH US. BAYER GAVE FLOREA COPY OF HIS LETTER TO 
EMBASSY COUNSELOR FLOREA DETAILING NEEDS. FIRST PART 
OF DISCUSSION CONCERNED TIMING, WHICH SHOOK DOWN TO 
CHOICE BETWEEN SPRING 1980 (BAYER'S PREFERENCE) AND FALL 
1979 (ROMANIAN PREFERENCE). SECOND PART CENTERED 
SQUARELY ON PAYMENT OF INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL COSTS, WITH 
BAYER VERY (AND PROPERLY) FIRM. FLOREA ENDED BY 
TAKING LINE THAT HE HAD JUST BEEN APPRIZED OF SITUATION, 

AND WOULD CHECK INTO FUNDING POSSIBILITIES, BUT SITUTATION 
WAS DIFFICULT; BAYER INTIMATED HE MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE 
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WILLING TO SEE ABOUT CHEAP FARE PROSPECTS ON US SIDE, 

BUT ONLY IF ROMANIANS MADE REAL EFFORT ON THEIRS. HE 
TOLD THEM FRANKLY THAT IF MATTER COULD NOT BE RESOLVED 
BY SPRING 1979 (WHEN HE WOULD PROBABLY HAVE CHANCE TO 
SWING BY EN ROUTE TO OR FROM ISRAEL AGAIN), TOUR MIGHT 
AS WELL BE FORGOTTEN. I CONTENTED MYSELF WITH STATEMENT 
THAT WE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY WITH MANY POTENTIAL FAVORABLE 
EFFECTS, WHICH IT WOULD BE SHAME TO MISS. MY OWN 
FEELING IS THAT GOR WILL PAY AT SOME POINT, EVEN THOUGH 
TOUR IS LATE ARRIVAL IN PLAN AND THUS HARD TO FUND. 

BUT WE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN BAYER S REACTION. 

AGGREY 
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